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struck at, and some others of the Cabinet Council, by this address.' This was carried by twenty-two votes, and some of the Court's friends were for it; which made some jealous that the Duke, being no longer in Council, was fearful rny Lord Treasurer should have too much power with the King, and was therefore consenting that ho should be thus removed. It was said, too (but imjuatly) that some had persuaded the Duke that my Lord did persuade the King that there was something of probability in the accusation of the Queen, that lie might hearken to a divorce, and marry another more likely to bring children to the Crown.
The bills for the disbanding the army, and raising money for that service, and for the better conviction of popish recusants, took up the time of both Houses, where happened many warm debates too long hero to be named, the Commons not suffering the Lords to alter a money bill.
December 19. The King having caused Mr. Montagu's papers to be seized, gave this account of it to the. Lower House, that he, having been his ambassador at. the French Court, had there treated with the Pope's nuncio, without commission from him ; and that he haxl done this to find out the subject of that treaty. Montagu, cm the other hand, declared in the House that it was my Lord Treasurer had wrought upon the King to do this, knowing that he had letters under his lordship's own hand sufficient to ruin him, which he had used this artifice to get from him; and that notwithstanding most of lii,s letters had been seized, yet he hud secured the nm.st material. One of them produced in the House, bearing date March 25, 1678, was to this purpose—that lie, was to acquaint that Court with the great difficulties he met withal here to conclude a peace between UH and them, for fear the Parliament should find it out. However, h« had order from the King to bid him treat, with them for a peace, as well between them and (he conledontfe.H UN